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The Iroquois Confederacy
The Iroquois Confederacy refers to a league of five nations comprising of Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneidas and the Mohawks that was founded by a prophet known as the Peacemaker with the help of Hiawatha or Aionwatha in North America. The proper name of the confederacy is the ‘Haudenosaunee Confederacy’ which means the people of the longhouse (Jones, 2017). It is believed that the confederacy came into being between 1450 and 1660 creating one great ‘league of peace’ in the southern Great Lakes area (Lappas, 2017). Communities of the world need to come together and foster socio-economic, political and cultural development (Pharo, 2018). The Iroquois Confederacy was established to promote peace among people of different descent and evolved into one of the longest participatory democracies in the world.  
The Haudenosaunee Confederacy is united by the singular objective of maintaining peace and harmony among the people. There exists a Grand Council that is responsible for issues affecting the entire confederacy. There are also nation chiefs appointed by the Clan Mother to deal with the internal affairs of each nation. Each nation took on a role within the metaphorical longhouse upon confederation (Hauptman, 2000). The Oneida and Cayuga took were the Younger Brothers of the confederacy while the Onondaga, the Seneca, and the Mohawk were the Elder Brothers. The Onondaga was also the Keepers of the Fire with their territory remaining as the meeting place for the confederacy. The constitution of the Iroquois Confederacy and the blend between values and the law is believed to have inspired the constitution of America (Jones, 2017). Nature, law, and society play an essential role in life within the Haudenosaunee way of living and have formed a strong foundation for the confederacy’s rich heritage.
In conclusion, the civilization of the Haudenosaunee or Iroquois Confederacy offers essential lessons for modern-day governance systems. The Iroquois Confederacy has survived many years of shifting political and cultural ideologies. With the sole objective of maintaining peace among its people, the union of the Iroquois Confederacy has strengthened over the years to become one of the world’s longest participatory democracies. It becomes essential, therefore, for various communities of the world to adopt models that seek to unite rather than divide people. Diversity should be embraced as a factor that can be used to create synergies within a broad context of socio-economic, cultural, and political growth.
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